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§ 58-71-200.  Bondsman access to criminal and civil records. 

(a) In order to assist licensed sureties and their agents in evaluating potential and 

current clients for the purposes of bail, the Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide 

any individual with a current license to act as professional bondsman, surety bondsman, or 

runner with access to search criminal records in the Administrative Office of the Courts' 

real-time criminal and civil information systems. 

(b) Access granted under subsection (a) of this section shall be limited to information 

systems containing general criminal and civil case information, as maintained by the clerks of 

superior court. Access shall not include systems for the production of criminal process by law 

enforcement officials and judicial officials under G.S. 15A-301.1 or other information not 

subject to public disclosure. 

(c) Access provided pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be without charge 

for individual searches of the Administrative Office of the Courts' criminal and civil 

information systems. In order to defray the costs of establishing access, the Administrative 

Office of the Courts shall charge initial setup fees equivalent to its fees for governmental 

agencies granted access to its systems to each individual granted access pursuant to subsection 

(a) of this section. 

(d) All hardware, software, telecommunications charges, or other expenditures required 

for such access shall be the sole responsibility of the individual bondsman or runner. No State 

funds may be expended for any such expenses. 

(e) The Commissioner shall coordinate the access granted under subsection (a) of this 

section by providing all information requested by the Administrative Office of the Courts for 

the establishment of access. The Administrative Office of the Courts shall not provide access to 

any bondsman or runner who fails to provide all information requested by the Commissioner. 

(f) The Commissioner shall notify the Administrative Office of the Courts within 24 

hours of any action to suspend or revoke a bondsman's or runner's license or authority to act as 

a bondsman or runner. The Administrative Office of the Courts shall immediately revoke 

access of the suspended or revoked bondsman or runner to its criminal information systems. 

(g) The Administrative Office of the Courts shall provide to the Commissioner copies 

of its current policies for access to court information systems for users outside the Judicial 

Branch. Any bondsman or runner granted access pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall 

adhere to all such policies. The Administrative Office of the Courts shall revoke access of any 

bondsman or runner who violates such policies. 

(h) It is unlawful for any person to willfully do any of the following: 

(1) For any person to access information systems of the Administrative Office 

of the Courts by means of an online identifier, as defined in G.S. 

14-208.6(1n), that was assigned to another individual by the Administrative 

Office of the Courts pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) For any bondsman or runner granted access pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section to allow any other person, directly or indirectly, to make use of 

access granted to the bondsman or runner pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section. 

(3) For any bondsman or runner granted access pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section to make use of that access at any time when the bondsman or runner 

knows or has reason to know that his or her license issued under this Article 

is in a state of suspension or revocation. 

(4) For any bondsman or runner granted access pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section to distribute, in any medium or manner, information obtained from 

the information systems of the Administrative Office of the Courts to any 
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person for any reason not directly related to the evaluation of the individual 

to whom the information pertains for the purposes of bail. 

Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing for a greater 

punishment, any violation of this subsection shall be a Class H felony.  (2011-412, s. 4.1; 

2015-180, s. 4.) 


